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Welcome! 

Catherine Stoneman

The content of this presentation is intended for information purposes only, and in 

no way replaces the official information on the LIFE website by the European 

Commission
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PART 1

INTRODUCTION TO LIFE+ 
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THE LIFE+ PROGRAMME 

ñFinancial instrument for the environmentò
Co-funding in nature conservation and in other

environmental fields that are of European interest (e.g.

water, waste, climate)

Co-funding information and 

communication activities for the 

environment

Sixth Community Environment Action 

Programme
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LIFE+ FIGURES 

Duration: 01.01.2007 to 31.12.2013

Budget: over ú2 billion

2009 budget: ú250 million, including ú25 

million for climate change

Budget distribution
Á 78% for project grants, of which

Á 50% for nature and biodiversity

Á 15% target for transnational projects
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THE LIFE+ PROGRAMME 2009 IN 

THE UNITED KINGDOM

2009 indicative allocation for the UK is ú19.9 

million

National priorities ïsee LIFE website

Number of proposals:

Å2007: 21 proposals, 6 projects

Å2008: 16 proposals
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THREE COMPONENTS

LIFE+ LIFE+ Nature and Biodiversity 

LIFE+ LIFE+ Environment Policy and Governance        

LIFE+ LIFE+ Information and Communication
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THREE APPROACHES

Best Practice

é applies appropriate, cost-effective, state-of-the-art

techniques and methods for the conservation of

species/habitats.

2009 88

Testing and evaluating best practice

techniques should NOT be part of the project

as they are already state of the art.

Monitoring is obligatory
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THREE APPROACHES

Demonstration
é puts into practice, tests, evaluates and disseminates

actions and methods that are to some degree new or

unfamiliar in the projectôsspecific context and that should be

more widely applied in similar circumstances.

Monitoring, evaluating and dissemination are integral parts

of the project.
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THREE APPROACHES

Innovation
é applies a conservation technique or

method that has not been applied/tested

before or elsewhere and that offers potential

advantages compared to current best

practice.

é  must be innovative at EU level.
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LIFE+ NATURE AND BIODIVERSITY 

Aims to contribute to the implementation
of community policy and legislation on
nature and biodiversity

2009 1111

A project may be EITHER:

ÅLIFE+ Nature OR

ÅLIFE+ Biodiversity
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LIFE+ NATURE 

Objective: Contributes to the implementation of the Birds 

and Habitats Directives (Council Directives 79/409 EEC 

and 92/43/EEC) 

Approach: Must be best practice and/or demonstration

projects 
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Focus: Long-term sustainable investments in Natura

2000 sites and on the conservation of species and

habitats targeted by the Birds and Habitats Directives
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LIFE+ BIODIVERSITY
Objective: Contributes to the implementation of the 
objectives of the Commissionôs Communication COM 
(2006) 216 final: ñHalting the loss of biodiversity by 2010 
ïand beyondò

Approach: Must be demonstration and/or innovation
projects

Focus: The demonstration of measures and practices 
that contribute to halting the loss of biodiversity in the EU, 
other than those related to the implementation of the 
objectives of the Birds and Habitats Directives
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LIFE+ BIODIVERSITY 
Types of projects:

A proposal consisting essentially of best practice

actions will be rejected
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Proposals must be compatible

with national and/or regional

strategies for biodiversity where

these exist

Natural habitats and wild

fauna/flora
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